Hope College

Hope College Digital Commons
Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859

Van Raalte Papers

3-21-1856

Meeting Minutes of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church
A. C. Van Raalte
William Buursma
Althea Buursma

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s

The original documents are held in The Joint Archives of Holland. This digitized material is
intended for personal research/study only. The original documents may not be reproduced for
commercial use in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission in
writing from The Joint Archives of Holland.
Recommended Citation
Van Raalte, A. C.; Buursma, William; and Buursma, Althea, "Meeting Minutes of the Consistory of the First
Reformed Church" (1856). Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859. 323.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s/323

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Van Raalte Papers at Hope College Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859 by an authorized administrator of Hope College
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.

21 March 1856

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus presided and served as clerk,
Elder Appeldoorn reported that a member of the church, Mrs. Boeve, had served hard liquor to young people in her
home upon the occasion of the birthday of one of her children. She would not accept the admonition of the
consistory about this matter. The consistory will continue to work with her and hope that it would not have to
excommunicate her.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp. 24-25.
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maintaining of error. He adds that God desires that the covenant children of the
congregation be presented to God in holy baptism and that we consider our children
sanctified and do not believe in "applied" grace. God does not now, just as in ancient
times, want his sacrament neglected. Such neglect cannot be condoned in a Reformed
church, since this is one of the marks of the church. Based on the above grounds, the
decision is made to continue to work with him, and, at the very least, to persuade him to
allow his wife to present the child (for baptism). The consistory is hesitant to deal with
him in the ordinary disciplinary fashion and decides to publicly grant him a request for
his membership papers, as evidence that his persistence means that he is not a member of
the Reformed church.
ARTICLE 7 — By a unanimous vote, it is decided that normally the consistory meetings
may not last longer than 2-1/2 hours.
ARTICLE 8 — Brother te Roller presents to the pastor the congregational collection on
behalf of the Board of Education in the sum of $37.50.
ARTICLE 9 — Deacon de Vries, on behalf of the construction chief for the new church
building, asks whether they must continue building the pews. The brethren judge that
this is the appropriate thing to do but it must be done via bids. Furthermore, it is hoped
that we will be able to meet Thursday morning at 8 o'clock in the church and to look at
the matter in person.
ARTICLE 10 — The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother D. te Roller.
A. C. van Raalte, clerk

Meeting Held on March 21, 1856
Present were Elders Broek, Keppel, Apeldoorn, Hekhuis, Wilterdink and Ploeg; Deacons
Plugger, de Vries, te Roller; and Rev. van Raalte.
Absent: Labots, due to urgent personal business.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2=.:1-:.& membership statement for Willem Lievens, Jr. and Geertje Breuze, his
wife, haslién`:'received. After further inquiries, it becomes clear that they are totally
ignorant.(bfactrinal and spiritual matters), and that their membership statement will be
received with the understanding that they will be instructed and guided, and, upon
arriving at a clearer comprehension of the truth, they will be admitted as communicant
members.
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ARTICLE 2 — The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — Elder Apeldoorn reports that upon further inquiry in the matter of Mrs.
Boeve (see Article 2 on page 23) on the occasion of a birthday of one of her children, a
group of young people had been invited and that they had stayed until the morning. Hard
liquor was distributed, and one of the young people became drunk. The young people in
question had acknowledged this and were humbled by it, but Mrs. Boeve excused herself
and would not accept admonition and became very bitter. After extensive discussion
about the nature of this offense and the aggravating and extenuating circumstances, it is
finally decided, with a majority vote, to once more admonish her and, if she remains
obstinate, to inform the congregation of her dangerous attitude, asking them to work with
her and to pray for her, beseeching the Lord to humble her so that she need not be
excommunicated from the church. Brothers Wilterdink and Keppel were assigned to this
task.
ARTICLE 4 — It was decided, in the case of Brother Plaggemans, not to continue with
withholding communion, if he is prepared publicly to confess his sin and to humble
himself Committee: Broek and Wilterdink.
ARTICLE 5 — Delegates to classis, in addition to the pastor, are Brothers Keppel and
Ploeg. The other brethren promised to be present, circumstances permitting. The
meeting is closed with prayer by Elder Broek.
A. C. van Raalte, clerk
Meeting of April 8, 1856

Present were Elders Ploeg, Labots, Keppel, Broek, Hekhuis, Wilterdink; Deacons
Wilterdink, de Vries, te Roller; and Rev. van Raalte.
Absent: Plugger and Apeldoorn.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer.
ARTICLE 2 — Pieter van Leeuwen's membership, after discussion concerning his
agreement with the Reformed faith, was accepted.
ARTICLE 3 — Request for transfer of N. Jansen, Jelte Bijl, and wife, as well as that of
Widow Boone, was approved.

